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Tiffin University and Craig studies at BGSU. 
Creating an organization like the Sluggers is 
a daunting task that hasn’t been without its 
struggles. 

And there’s a lot more to it than organizing 
interns. 

“The biggest challenge has just been getting 
the buy-in,” Craig said. “It’s new; Findlay 
hasn’t had a summer collegiate team. It’s just 
a matter of figuring things out, working with 
the city, and working with the community 
to make it possible through sponsors and 
host families, and even just getting the word 
out. I think that’s been the biggest challenge. 
Having to explain to people who and what 
we are without having anything to show 
them from any past experience, because this 
is our first season.”

So, what can you expect from a Sluggers 
home game? 

The Sluggers play traditional collegiate 
baseball, with one major change. The GLSCL 
plays with wooden bats, a major change for 
college players used to playing with metal 
during the regular season.  

“There shouldn’t be any changes, we’re 
not trying to be the Savannah Bananas 
or anything like that,” Craig said. “It’s still 
baseball as everybody knows it.” 

“The Sluggers aren’t just about baseball, it’s 
an opportunity for the community,” Craig 
added. “I think that’s what’s cool and what 
sets us apart, not the way the game is played.”

The Sluggers have several event nights 
planned for their inaugural season, including 
food trucks and a kids’ night paired with 
mascot Slider’s birthday celebration.

“We have five theme nights set up,” Craig 
said. “We have our opening weekend, we 
have a kids’ night, which will be tied into 
our mascot Slider’s birthday. We have a first 
responders’ night, our host family night, and 
baseball history night. 

“Opening weekend is gonna be big, with us 
really showing Findlay what we’re about. For 
Slider’s birthday and kid’s night, we have a 
Findlay local that runs a baking company 
out of their home, they’re gonna be doing 
cake pops, we’re gonna have a lot fun 
activities for the kids,” she said.

Also for the kids is the Sluggers’ Kids Club. 
Joining the club gives children several pieces 
of Sluggers merch, including a t-shirt, lanyard 
and kids’ club nametag. They’ll get priority 
notice for any upcoming baseball camps, 
along with access to special experiences on 
the field and with the players. Those unique 
experiences include running the bases after 
the games, standing with the players for the 
playing of the national anthem, and player 
meet-and-greets. 

Standalone kids club memberships are $50.

“Our ultimate goal is getting as many butts 
in the seats as possible,” Hayward said. 
“Just making it an enjoyable experience for 
everybody that comes.”

Players rostered on the Sluggers for the 
summer will be placed with a host family, 
where they will stay for the duration of the 
summer season.

“I think it’s easier on the baseball players, I 
think they’re kind of used to that, especially 
if they’ve played summer ball before,” 
Hayward said. “Just from talking to families 

over the phone, it definitely is a new concept 
to them. Some of them are previous summer 
ball players, so they totally get it, and they 
want to give back. It’s a very new concept, 
especially since it’s our first season.”

“They (the players) show up June 5, and 
they’ll be departing somewhere early 
August,” Hayward continued. “Our season 
ends late July, but there’s possible playoff 
games. The (host) family gets season tickets, 
they get to go to every game. Our last home 
game is going to be host family night. 
Similar to senior night, we get to honor the 
people they stayed with and give them some 
recognition.”

A single-game ticket to a Sluggers game is 
$5, with kids under five getting in for free. 
Punch cards, good for five games, cost 
$20. Season tickets are available for $75 for 
most and $65 for seniors, good for all 21 
Sluggers home games. A family season pass 
is also available for a family of four for $225, 
netting families of four passes to all games 
and memberships to the kids’ club for the 
children.

The Sluggers’ inaugural season presents 
a special opportunity for both the 
organization and the community. A first-of-
its kind league for the area, the Sluggers will 
bridge the gap between wanting to attend an 
amateur sporting event and not wanting a 
lengthy drive.

“We want to interact with everyone,” 
Hayward said. “Have them leave the game 
saying, ‘Wow, I want to come back, that was 
really fun!’”

Sluggers staff members pose for a photo. Sluggers president Joe Fenimore poses with fans.
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We can treat that!
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Vacation Bible School is on the way.VVacation Bible School is on the way.acation Bible School is on the way.
Hip-hip-hooray!Hip-hip-hooray!

     he sun is shining, the kids are out 
of school and churches throughout 

the area are preparing for their 
annual Vacation Bible Schools. 

Following is a list of Vacation Bible 
Schools. Mark your calendars and 
make sure your child doesn’t miss 

out on the fun!

TTT

TRUE NORTH VBS

ST. MARKS UMC

JUNE 17 - 20

Open to rising K - 5 grade

th

Register at

Stmarksfindlay.org/events

Excitement! Adventure! 
New Friends!

Come Join the Fun! 
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Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying 
purchase*  - valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 419-742-1209 to 
schedule your free quote!
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, and 
the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$449

$799

$650

$729

$10
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LNORTHWEST OHIO

CALENDAR
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JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

7th-14th 
23rd-28th

Paulding County Fair  (Paulding)                 pauldingcountyfair.com
Putnam County Fair  (Ottawa)                        putnamcountyfair.com

7th-13th
14th-19th
14th-20th
20th-27th
27th-Aug 2
27th-Aug 3

Lucas County Fair  (Maumee)                               lucascountyfair.com
Crawford County Fair  (Bucyrus)          crawfordcocountyfair.com
Ottawa County Fair  (Oak Harbor)                 ottawacountyfair.com
Seneca County Fair  (Tiffin)                                 senecacountyfair.org
Auglaize County Fair  (Wapakoneta)          auglaizecountyfair.org
Wood County Fair  (Bowling Green)               woodcounty-fair.com

3rd-9th
4th-10th
7th-13th
7th-14th
11th-16th
15th-23rd
16th-23rd
18th-24th
25th-Sep 1
26th-Sep 1
26th-Sep 1
29th-Sep 4

Richland County Fair  (Mansfield)                 richlandcountyfair.com
Erie County Fair  (Sandusky)                                                   eriefair.com
Mercer County Fair  (Celina)                              mercercountyfair.com
Henry County Fair  (Napoleon)                             henrycountyfair.org
Huron County Fair  (Norwalk)                             huroncountyfair.com
Allen County Fair  (Lima)                                                    allencofair.com
Defiance County Fair  (Hicksville)                         defiancecofair.com
Sandusky County Fair  (Fremont)             sanduskycountyfair.com
Morrow County Fair  (Mt Gilead)                     morrowcountyfair.org
Van Wert County Fair  (Van Wert)                vanwertcountyfair.com
Hancock County Fair  (Findlay)     hancockcountyfairgrounds.org
Fulton County Fair  (Wauseon)                          fultoncountyfair.com

2nd-7th 
6th-13th
8th-13th 
14th-20th

Hardin County Fair  (Kenton)                                hardincountyfair.org
Williams County Fair  (Montpelier)                                     wcofair.com
Wyandot County Fair  (Upper Sandusky)     thewyandotcountyfair.com

Ashland County Fair  (Ashland)                        ashlandcountyfair.org

All Fair dates and web addresses were pulled from
community websites and considered current at  press time.
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