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 NEW! 
 LOWER 
PRICES

THC, CBD, MYCOLOGY & MO��THC, CBD, MYCOLOGY & MORE

Two Locations!  2401 N. Main St., Findlay  I  567-250-8423  &  204 S. Sandusky St., Tiffin  I  567-220-7900  

2nd item must be of equal or lesser value. Valid
on qualifying products only. Cannot be used for

Charlotte’s Web and Nirvana products. Cannot be
combined with other offers. One coupon per
person, per purchase, per day. Must present

coupon at time of purchase. Offer expires 8/31/25.

OPEN Monday thru Saturday 10am-6pm
NO MEDICAL CARD NEEDED

Brands you know and trust, at prices you can afford!

Buy 2, 
Get 1 FREE

 Any Midwest Medicinals Product

20% OFF
 Any Item

Valid on qualifying products only. Cannot be used
for Charlotte’s Web and Nirvana products. Cannot

be combined with other offers. One coupon per
person, per purchase, per day. Must present

coupon at time of purchase. Offer expires 8/31/25.

Optimize your body & mind 

FINDLAY — Flag City BalloonFest 
was supposed to be a one-time deal, 
says BalloonFest pilot relations chair 
Becky Conley.
Now celebrating its 25th anniversary, 
this year promises to be spectacular. 
Way back in 1999, the first 
BalloonFest was held as a way to 
celebrate the turn of the century.
“It was started by Dan Clinger,” 
Conley said. Clinger then recruited 
his son, Phil, and “they ‘voluntold’ 
about 15 of their friends and family 
… It was a free family event,”  
Conley said.
In actuality, Clinger said his son 
obtained a balloon pilot’s license “in 
about the mid-90s” after booking 

a hot-air 
balloon ride 

to propose to his wife. Phil Clinger 
would then help crew the balloon in 
competitions.

“He just fell in love with it,” Dan said.

“He and I were talking after one of 
those events,” Dan said. “I asked 
him, ‘Phil, what could we do to bring 
something like this to Findlay?’”

So they did some research and 
formed a committee. 

“And when I got the committee 
together, we started playing out our 
plans. We anticipated this to be a one 
year event to kind of celebrate the 
year 2000. We no more than finished 

Doing it for the smiles
Flag City BalloonFest 
celebrates 25 years
By: Saige Thornley

Continued on page 3
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Flea Killer + Preventative

Break the Flea Cycle!

FRIDAYS 10 AM - 3PM
SATURDAYS 10AM - 3PM
SUNDAYS 10 AM - 3PM

(FINDLAY MALL LOCATION)
RENDOGGIES.COM

419-420-7387

2-in-1 30 DAY FLEA PILLS
RENDOGGIE’S
WALK-UP NAIL TRIMS FOR DOGS & CATS!
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the first event and every day said, 
‘We’ve got to do this every year,” 
Dan said.
Twenty-five years later, the Flag City 
BalloonFest is still going strong. 
The first year, there were 26 balloons 
and five food vendors. Now, there are 
40 balloons and twenty-five vendors, 
events, attractions including balloon 
rides, helicopter rides, a car show, 
kids entertainment and much more 
all making Flag City BalloonFest the 
largest balloon event in Ohio. 
“Forty is a good number,” said 
Conley. “To keep our costs down 
and be stewards of the money we’re 
given, we felt that 40 (balloons) was 
probably our max.”
A free summer event, the fest kicks 
off at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 8 at 
Emory Adams Park with an opening 
ceremony and balloon flight, but the 
night also promises plenty of food 
vendors, car show, a Kids’ Zone, a 
petting zoo, helicopter rides and 
will culminate with a hot air balloon 
illumination. Friday is also veterans 

night — veterans in attendance can 
get free pizza and drinks.

Then on Saturday and Sunday 
mornings, at around 7 a.m., there will 
be several competitive tasks for pilots. 

Dan reported the results of those 
tasks are all put into a computer that 
then assigns the pilots a score. At 11 
a.m. Sunday, the winners of those 
tasks will be announced. 

Conley said any balloons, flying 
competitively or recreationally, 
getting off the ground is weather-
dependent. A team of meteorologists 
will be up early watching any 
potential weather cells to ensure 
pilots and passengers will be safe 
flying.

If balloons are able to fly, Conley said, 
it is helpful to the pilots for nearby 
residents to put a white sheet in 
their yards, meaning the pilots have 
permission to land on the sheet  
if necessary. 

“This is going to be a lot bigger,” 
Conley said. 

The event did not start as big as it 
is now, but Dan is thrilled it is still 
going steady.

“One of the best parts of the event is 
the ‘ooohs and ahhs’ from the kids 
and adults that are out there watching 
the event,” he said. “It’s very exciting 
to be able to bring that to town.”

Though Dan is not still part of the 
organizing side of the fest, he is able 
to stand back and enjoy the fun. 
His son Phil is currently the pilot 
who flies the Visit Findlay balloon, 
sponsored by Visit Findlay - Hancock 
County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. 

More information about the balloons 
participating in the fest and the 
schedule of events can be found at 
flagcityballoonfest.com.

“It’s a great experience and to sit back 
when it happens and to watch the 
reactions of everybody attending and 
to watch their faces light up, when we 
see the balloons go up … It’s priceless. 
We do it for the smiles,” Dan said. 

Ellie the Elephant will join other specially-designed hot air balloons at the 25th festival in August. Hot air balloons glow as part of an evening “glow encounter” at a previous Flag City BalloonFest.

Continued from page 1
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1718 Romick Pkwy. • Findlay
wolfi esnuts.com

Giving taste buds feasts since 1992.

GIVE A WOLFIES GIFT BOXGIVE A WOLFIES GIFT BOX
Stock munchies for your favorite

teacher or college students

Enter code 
“school”

for 15% o
  one 
of our gift boxes.
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, and 
the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$449

$799

$650

$729

$10
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Visit BestofFindlay.com to vote
and a chance to win a $200 Visa Card! Vote for your favorites Daily Aug. 1-21!
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LNORTHWEST OHIO

CALENDAR
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AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

3rd-9th
4th-10th
7th-13th
7th-14th
11th-16th
15th-23rd
16th-23rd
18th-24th
25th-Sep 1
26th-Sep 1
26th-Sep 1
29th-Sep 4

Richland County Fair  (Mansfield)                 richlandcountyfair.com
Erie County Fair  (Sandusky) eriefair.com
Mercer County Fair  (Celina) mercercountyfair.com
Henry County Fair  (Napoleon) henrycountyfair.org
Huron County Fair  (Norwalk) huroncountyfair.com
Allen County Fair  (Lima) allencofair.com
Defiance County Fair  (Hicksville)           defiancecofair.com
Sandusky County Fair  (Fremont)   sanduskycountyfair.com
Morrow County Fair  (Mt Gilead)                morrowcountyfair.org
Van Wert County Fair  (Van Wert)                vanwertcountyfair.com
Hancock County Fair  (Findlay)     hancockcountyfairgrounds.org
Fulton County Fair  (Wauseon) fultoncountyfair.com

2nd-7th 
6th-13th
8th-13th 
14th-20th

Hardin County Fair  (Kenton) hardincountyfair.org
Williams County Fair  (Montpelier) wcofair.com
Wyandot County Fair  (Upper Sandusky)     thewyandotcountyfair.com

Ashland County Fair  (Ashland)           ashlandcountyfair.org

All Fair dates and web addresses were pulled from
community websites and considered current at  press time.
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August 26
Did you know?
According to the American Kennel Club (AKC) the most popular dog 
name for 2024 was Bella for females, replacing Luna, while Buddy 
was the most popular name for male dogs, dethroning Charlie. 

Did you know?
According to the American Kennel Club (AKC) 
the most popular dog name for 2024 was Bella for females, 
replacing Luna, while Buddy was the 
most popular name for male dogs, dethroning Charlie.
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