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The summer season will soon be 
winding down and the start of fall 
will be here. Whether it’s a certain 
taste, smell or sight the fall season 
continually brings festive joy. 
This also means the countdown 
for Halloween will officially 
start. The origins of Halloween 
and costumes can be dated back 
to 2,000 years ago to the Celtic 
pagan festival of Samhain. Over 
time, Halloween’s superstitions, 
traditions and costumes were 

influenced by Christianity, and 
the arrival of Irish and Scottish 
immigrants to the United States 
in the 18th century.

According to Lesley Bannatyne, 
an author who has written about 

Halloween costume 
trends hit stores
In addition to pop culture favorites

By Naomi Carrillo
News Correspondent

Continued on page 3
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Ensuring reliable 
weekend meals for 

800+ students

Connecting over 

6,029 youth to 
safety, mentoring 
& development 
opportunities

Providing 4,974
nights of safe, 
stable housing for 
women & children

Counseling 177
children following
a traumatic event

Supporting vulnerable children 
in Hancock County since 1955
Kids can’t thrive at school if their stomachs are
rumbling, and they can’t dream up plans for the future
if they don’t feel safe at home.

That’s why United Way of Hancock County launched the
Vulnerable Children Initiative — to help get ALL our 
community’s youth on a better path. School personnel
play a key role, alongside coaches, parents, mentors and
other caring adults.

BE A DIFFERENCE MAKER
LIVE UNITED

Want to be a Difference Maker?
Visit www.uwhancock.org to learn
more about how you can give,
advocate and volunteer for our youth.
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the history of Halloween, 
Halloween costumes from 
the first half of the 20th 
century were terrifying. 
Drawing on the holiday’s 
pagan and Christian roots, 
as a night to ward off evil 
spirits or reconcile with 
death, respectively, people 
often opted for more 
morbid, serious costumes 
than the pop culture 
inspired ones of today. 
Halloween today is seen 
as a family friendly event 
that continues to become a 
more popular holiday. More people 
are embracing the spooky season 
and all it entails; especially with the 
rewatching of classic Halloween 
movies and the occasional reboot 
of a movie or the creation of new 
spooky and horror-esque TV shows. 
These pop culture references tend 
to have a huge influence on what 
Halloween costumes will be popular 
in stores.
An article released from Good 
Morning America, shares that this 
year’s costumes will have heavy 
inspiration from pop culture 
moments like the season two release 
of Tim Burton’s “Wednesday,” with 
costumes inspired by the characters 
already selling out. In contrast to 
the spooky theme, “Jurassic Park” 
costumes, especially ones taken 
from the original film, are popping 
up as well, due to the latest film 
in the franchise, “Jurassic World 
Rebirth,” that did very well at the 
box office and inspiring a generation 
to revisit the 1993 classic that made 
it all happen.
Talking with the store manager of 
Party Place in Findlay, Anthony 
Serda, about Halloween costumes 
and their trends he explained 
that there have been times where 
he’s ordered a bunch of specific 
costumes in relation to a popular 
movie that is out in theaters, but 
then there are occasions when those 
costumes don’t sell and customers 

decide to go with a more easy and 
simple costume, such as a cowboy. 
“The trends are hard to predict. I 
mean you can have an idea of what 
you think is going to be popular, but 
unless you’re in it you don’t really 
know,” Serda stated.
Serda has been there from the start 
of Party Place, which opened in 
Findlay about 20 years ago. Party 
Place is a smaller family owned 
company, however, according to 
their website, the stores offer the 
largest selection of Halloween 
costumes, decorations and props 
every October. The process of the 
Halloween season for this store 
started in the middle of July with 
stocking their Halloween items, and 
they will continue to get items all 
the way till Halloween day. When 
asked about selling out of costumes 
fast, Serda stated that it depends on 
the year and the competition. There 
are no other Halloween stores in 
Findlay so they do not have many 
competitors. Party Place is open 
all year round and carries certain 
Halloween costumes and accessories 
throughout the year, and overall, 
being open all year helps with 
keeping their prices lower compared 
to other stores.
Serda explained that they do sell 
out of a lot of different styles, but 
they plan for this; for instance, by 
carrying around 300 kid costumes. 
Therefore, people have a lot of 

options to choose from 
even if they need a backup. 
“When people ask about 
Halloween for us, I compare 
it to like Christmas to a toy 
store, how it’s chaotic and 
busy and things are flying 
off the shelf, and it’s kind of 
like that here for Halloween. 
The no competition helps, 
but with it or without, I 
think Halloween is getting 
bigger and people want to 
decorate earlier, they want 

to go bigger so I think we will always 
be busy with Halloween for sure,”  
Serda stated.

Although costume trends can be 
difficult to predict, Serda shared 
that there are particular costumes 
that will always be popular. These 
costumes include the characters 
of Michael Myers, Jason Vorhees 
and Ghostface. Additionally, 
Super Mario characters and other 
licensed characters are always 
popular costumes for children. 
Serda further stated that movies 
that are popular will have popular 
Halloween costumes. In previous 
years, the trending movie and 
costumes were Barbie, and this year 
Serda expects that Wicked will be 
the same way, and is expecting to 
get more costumes in different styles 
and characters of the movie into the 
store. Other top picks of Halloween 
costumes from Good Morning 
America include pop culture 
costumes of Lilo and Stitch, Squid 
Game characters, Alien xenomorph, 
M3GAN 2.0 dress costume,  
Spider-Man and Power Rangers. 
Also, classic costumes of clowns 
and firefighters, funny inflatable 
costumes and costumes that involve 
couples or a group. 

Continued from page 1

Classic costumes for kids continue to remain popular.



419Discover.com4   October 2025



419Discover.com 5  October 2025



419Discover.com6   October 2025

$3.00 OFF NAIL TRIM
Plus FREE 

Nail Trim Card
Expires 10/26/2025

One Per Customer. Cannot be 
combined with other offers.

Rendoggie’s
WALK-UPWALK-UP

NAIL TRIMSNAIL TRIMS

FRIDAYS 10 AM - 3 PM
SATURDAYS 10 AM - 3 PM

SUNDAYS 10 AM - 3 PM 
1800 TIFFIN AVE., FINDLAY

RENDOGGIES.COM
419-420-7387

48TH ANNUAL FINDLAY ANTIQUE BOTTLE CLUB

Antique Bottle
& Collectibles
Show & Sale

Free Parking 
Admission $5 - Under 12 Free

Hot Food & Beverages

Sunday, October 19, 2025
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Bottles, Stoneware, Fruit jars, Collectibles, 
Insulators, Advertising, Small Antiques, 

Free Appraisals (w. paid adm.)
Email: finbotclub@gmail.com

Website: finbotclub@blogspot.com
Dealer Info: Fred Curtis 419-424-0486

Early Bird Adm. Sunday Only 7-9 am / $20

Non-Profit Club / Member FOHBC.ORG

 Same New Location
 Owens Community College

Education & Wellness Center
3200 Bright Rd., Findlay OH
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halloween paradeshalloween parades
FINDLAY PARADE
Cops and Kids Findlay
F.O.P. Halloween Parade
Tuesday, October 21 • 7pm 
South Main Street, Findlay  

FOSTORIA PARADE
City of Fostoria Halloween Parade – 
with costume contest, food vendors & more 
Sunday, October 26 • 5pm
Main St. Fostoria

TIFFIN PARADE
Seneca County Halloween Parade
Saturday, October 25 • 10am 
 Downtown Tiffi  n
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, and 
the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$449

$799

$650

$729

$10
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A FREE LOCAL CALENDAR
POWERED BY YOU.

FOR FREE
Got an upcoming event or fundraiser?
Share it with the community on the
Discover 419 Local Event Calendar.

It’s quick, easy, and completely free!

SHARE YOUR EVENT

CALENDAR
LOCAL EVENT

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS NOW

Note: Events can take up to
72 hours to post once submitted.

VIEW THE CALENDAR &

419discover.com
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2025 WINNERS

Chiropractic Practice  .............................  Kirk Chiropractic
Dental Practice  ........................  Anderson Family Dentist
Eye Care Services  .........................  Eyes on Main - Findlay
Hearing Aid Center  ..................  Findlay Hearing Center
Medical Practice  Blanchard Valley Medical Associates
Mental Health Services  ...........  NAMI Hancock County
Pharmacy  ...............................................................................  Kroger
Physical Therapy Center  ...................  NWO Orthopedics

and Sports Medicine
Podiatry Practice  ..................................  NWO Orthopedics

and Sports Medicine

HealthcareHealth & Wellness
Golf  ..................................................................  Hillcrest Golf Club
Health & Fitness Center  ...........................................  50 North
Health Store  ..........................................................  Apple-A-Day
Martial Arts Studio  ...  Academy of Martial Arts Studies
Massage  .....................................  Journey Salon & Day Spa
Yoga  .....................................................................................  50 North

Food & Dining

Appetizers  .....................................  Beer Barrel Pizza & Grill
Asian Food  .......................................................  Hunan Gardens
Bakery  ........  Fort Findlay Coffee & Doughnut Shoppe
BBQ  ..................................  Miller’s Meats, BBQ & Catering
Breakfast  ........................................  Dark Horse Restaurant
Burger  .....................................................  Beckett’s Burger Bar
Coffee  .........................................................................  Coffee Amici
Deli  ..........................................  Main Street Deli and Arcade
Donuts  .......  Fort Findlay Coffee & Doughnut Shoppe
Fast Food  ......................................................................  Chick-fil-A
Fish  .................................................................................  Captain D’s
Food Truck  Not Your Mama’s Grilled Cheese Food Truck
French Fries  ....................................................................  Five Guys
Ice Cream  ........................................................  Dietsch Brothers
Italian Food  .........................................  Rossilli’s Restaurant

Meat Shop  ...................  Miller’s Meats, BBQ & Catering
Mexican Food  ...............................................  Oler’s Bar & Grill
Patio  ...........................................................................  Gillig Winery
Pizza  ....................................................................  Jac & Do’s Pizza
Place To Eat With Kids  ..........................................  Chick-fil-A
Ribs  .................................................................  Tony’s Restaurant
Salad  .............................................................  Tony’s Restaurant
Sandwiches  .......................  Main Street Deli and Arcade
Seafood  ......................................................................  Red Lobster
Steaks  ............................................................  Texas Roadhouse
Subs  ........................................  Bellacino’s Pizza & Grinders
Sushi  ..............................................................................  Japan West
Tacos  .........................................................  Oler’s Bar & Grill
Vegetarian/Vegan Food  ...  Circle of Friends Restaurant
Wings/Boneless  .............................................................  Jack-B’s

Beauty
Beauty Salon  .......................................................  A Place of Joy
Hair Salon  ..............................................................  A Place of Joy
Kids’ Haircut  ..................................  Untangled Hair Salons
Manicure/Pedicure  ............................  DREAM Nails & Spa
Mens’ Haircut  ...............  Larry’s Hair Styling & Tanning
Tanning Services  ...............  Sun Express Tanning Salon
Tattoo Shop  ...........................................  Black Sheep Tattoo

Auto
Auto Body Shop  .......................................  Brad’s Body Shop
Auto Detailing  .............................................  Details Auto Spa
Auto Mechanic Shop  ..  Fornes Complete Auto & Truck Service
Car Sales Team  ..................  Great Lakes Toyota Subaru
Car Wash  ...............................................  Flag City Auto Wash
New Car Dealer  .................  Great Lakes Toyota Subaru
Oil & Lube Center  .....................................  Findlay Auto Plus
Tire Center  .........................................................  Cooper Service
Used Car Dealer  .............................................  Reineke Honda

Arts & Entertainment
Event  .....................................................  Flag City Balloon Fest
Event Venue  ...  Marathon Center For The Performing Arts
Family Entertainment  .................  Hancock County Fair
Live Music Venue  Marathon Center For The Performing Arts
Local Band  ...........................................................  Reunion Band
Trivia Night  .....................................................................  Fern Cafè

21 & Up
Bar  .......................................................................................  Fern Cafè
Bar Food  ........................................  Beer Barrel Pizza & Grill
Beer Selection  .....................  Findlay Brewing Company
Cocktails  ..................................................  The Bourbon Affair
Craft Beer Selection  ........  Findlay Brewing Company
Happy Hour  ...................................................................  Fern Cafe
Margarita  ......................................................  Oler’s Bar & Grill
Smoke Shop  .........  The Attic Smoke Shop & Glass Art
Sports Bar  .........................................................................  Fricker’s
Wine Selection  ..............................................  Wine Merchant
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Shopping

Bedding & Mattress Store Rettig Furniture & Mattress
Clothing Store  .......................................................................  Kohl’s
Farm Supply Store  ...................................  Tractor Supply Co.
Floral Shop  ................................................  Sink’s Flower Shop
Furniture Store  ..................  Rettig Furniture & Mattress
Garden Center  ................................................  Garden Central
Gift Shop  .........................................................  Dietsch Brothers
Grocery Store  ........................................................................  Meijer
Hobby Store  ..........................................................  Hobby Lobby
Jewelry Store  ...............................  Michael Eller Diamonds
Local Store  .....................................................  Dietsch Brothers
Outdoor Furniture Store  ...  Granary Gifts & Furniture
Shoe Store  ...........................................  Dave’s Running Shop
Sporting Goods Store  ...............  DICK’S Sporting Goods
Thrift/Resell Store  .......  Transformations Thrift Store

Professional & Life Services
Bank  ................................................................  Huntington Bank
Child Care Center  ..................  Almost Home Infant Care

& Preschool Education
Credit Union  ....................  Hancock Federal Credit Union
Customer Service  .......................................  Dietsch Brothers
Funeral Home  ............  Coldren-Crates Funeral Homes
Hotel  ......................................................................  Hancock Hotel
Insurance Company  .......  Hitchings Insurance Agency
Law Firm  ................................................  Whitman Law Office
Mortgage Services  .....  Millstream Area Credit Union
Nonprofit  .........................................  City Mission of Findlay
Place to Work  ..................................................  Heavenly Pizza
Professional Photographer  .......................  J. Warrington

Visual Creations
Real Estate Agency  ........................  Berkshire Hathaway

Home Services Koehler Realty
Realtor  ..............................................................  Monica Metzger
Senior Living or Assisted Living Facility  Birchaven Village
Service Club  ........................  Findlay Moose Lodge #698
Tax Prep Services  .................  Mosher Tax & Accounting

Pets
Boarding  .....................................  CJ’s Canine Country Club
Dog Training  ......................  Precious Pearl Dog Training
Pet-Friendly Business  .........................................  Jolly Dipper
Pet Grooming Services   Pampered Pooch Salon & Spa
Pet Supplies  ....................................  Omni Feed and Supply
Veterinary Office  ...............................  Flag City Mobile Vet

Appliance Store  ................  Lowe’s Home Improvement
Asphalt Company  ......  Clean-Line Sealing & Striping
Carpet Cleaning Company  ..........  Xtreme Carpet Care
Concrete Company  VanSant Concrete & Construction
Construction Company Metzger Brecheisen Company
Deck & Fencing Company  Findlay Fencing Company
Electrical Company  ...................  Beltz Home Service Co.
Flooring Company  .............  Xtreme Flooring Solutions
Heating/AC Comapny  ................  Tom Hiatt’s Plumbing

& Excavating

Home Care & Services

Home Builder  ...............  Metzger Brecheisen Company
Home Improvement Center  ...................................  Menards
Landscaping Company  .....................  Time Cutters Lawn

& Landscape
Lawn Care Services  ...........................................  Lawn Doctor
Paint Store  ......................  Sherwin-Williams Paint Store
Pest Control Company  .....  Mauger Exterminating Co
Plumbing Company  ......................  Tom Hiatt’s Plumbing

 & Excavating
Roofing Company  ......................................  Rooster Roofing

bestoffindlay.com
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