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Happy birthday, America!
Independence Day celebrations 
in the 419 are extra special for 250
By Bret Nye, Courier

Every year in the vicinity of July 
4, Findlay comes out decked 
in red, white and blue and 
congregates downtown to watch 
the Independence Day parade. For 
over a decade, after the last flag has 
been marched down the pavement, 
parade goers have enjoyed cool, 
sweet treats just a few blocks 
down West Sandusky Street at 
the Hancock Historical Museum’s 
annual Ice Cream Social.

This year, in honor of the 
nationwide celebration of America’s 
250th anniversary, the museum is 
doing it big.  “This one-time event 
will transform our traditional 
Ice Cream Social into a vibrant, 
inclusive ‘birthday party for 
America,’” a release about the 
event says.

From noon to 2 p.m., Hancock 
Historical Museum is hosting 
“America’s Birthday Bash” for the 
public.

This year, with help from a Findlay-
Hancock County Community 

Continued on page 3
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, and 
the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$450

$8

$650

$7

$10



419Discover.com 3  July 2026

Foundation Fun for All grant, the 
museum is providing free Dietsch 
Brothers ice cream for all, as well 
as root beer floats and cupcakes to 
mark the occasion.

“The Hancock Historical Museum 
is proud to share this historic 
‘birthday’ with our community,” 
said Abigail Inbody, Executive 
Director of the Hancock Historical 
Museum. “It’s an invitation for our 
community to come together, share 
in something simple like ice cream 
and cake, and connect with the 
many stories of what brought us 
here 250 years later.”

The museum campus will be free 
and open to the public during 
the event with patriotic crafts, 
games, live music and interactive 
history experiences.  Night Jazz 
will also be performing during 
the event. The museum will offer 
expanded hours, giving visitors an 
opportunity to explore local history 
while celebrating the nation’s 250th 
birthday.

The gift shop will have 
commemorative mugs, hats and 
T-shirts available. Everyone is 
welcome to attend the festivities.

The Findlay 4th of July Parade itself 
begins at 11 a.m. on South Main 
Street at the intersection of Baldwin 
Avenue, then travels north and ends 
at the Hancock County Veterans 

Memorial, at the intersection of 
West Main Cross Street (Ohio 12) 
and Dorney Plaza, by the Hancock 
County Courthouse.

On Friday, July 3, Findlay will host 
Lighting Up The Sky, its annual 
Independence Day fireworks 
show, at the Hancock County 
Fairgrounds, 1017 E. Sandusky St. 
At 4 p.m., before the fireworks take 
off, kids’ activities, live music, food 
vendors and more will be at the 
ready.

Plenty of celebration 
to go around
If you’re looking to go elsewhere in 
the 419 to celebrate America’s 250th 
anniversary on July 4, a list of other 
events in the region follows. 

Wyanstock 2026:
July 3-4, Wyandot County 
Fairgrounds, 10171 Ohio 53, Upper 
Sandusky. This event offers a taste of 
local live bands, food, craft brews, 
wines and arts. Wyanstock offers 
two days of continuous live music 
on two stages, and options for 
camping both nights.

Tiffin 4th of July 
Celebration:
July 4, all day with fireworks at 
dusk, Hedges-Boyer Park, 491 
Coe St. Food, music and all kinds 
of fun will be available before the 
big show.

Fostoria Independence 
Celebration:
July 4, all day with fireworks at 
dusk, Foundation Park, 1225 S. 
Union St. Music, food, booths and 
lots for the kids to do while you 
prepare for the fireworks.

Fireworks 
on the Water:
July 4, 4 p.m. to midnight, Gilboa 
Quarry, 3763 Old State Route 

224, Ottawa. Food vendors, house 
music, craft beer, ice cream and fun 
for the kids. Fireworks will be set 
off over the quarry about 9:30 p.m. 
Bring a lawn chair!

BG BOOM Festival 
and Fireworks:
July 3, festivities from 4-9 p.m. and 
fireworks shortly after that, Wood 
County Fairgrounds, 13800 W. Poe 
Rd., Bowling Green. Admission 
to Bowling Green’s 5th annual 
BG BOOM extravaganza is free 
for all. Enjoy games, inflatables, 
food trucks and live music in the 
afternoon before the show.

Toledo Fireworks 
in the 419 Celebration:
July 4, 5:30-11 p.m., Maumee 
Riverfront and Promenade Park, 
Toledo. A festival area will be set 
up with many activities and food 
and drink in Promenade Park, and 
local music will set the mood before 
fireworks along the riverfront at 
dark.

Continued from page 1

Attendees enjoy a previous 4th of July Ice Cream 
Social, hosted by Hancock Historical Museum. 
(Above: KEVIN BEAN/Courier file/

Fun was had by all at a previous July 4th Ice 
Cream Social.

A father and daughter enjoying a previous July 
4th Ice Cream Social.
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Now digging locally grown, hardy daylilies for your 
yard and garden: 500+ varieties, Exclusive 
K&B Hybrids, Re-blooming, Early-Late Season.

4 miles south of Findlay on SR 68,  
turn right on CR 37, 1 3/4 miles

9728 County Road 37 • Findlay • 419-326-5185 
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and please
celebrate safely!

Have a
HAPPY4th
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419-348-1806    
120 W. Main St., McComb
siferdsflooring.com     

SHOP & COMPARE. We'll beat our competitors’ price.... Bring us their quote!

It’s as easy as 1-2-3

In-store Shopping
Visit our showroom in downtown McComb.
A short drive can save you lots of money!

Mobile Showroom
Schedule a visit from our Mobile Showroom.

We’ll bring the store to your door!

FREE SPILL-LINER PAD
with every new carpet purchase

Let’s get social! Follow us on

NO WAITING!
WE ARE INSTALLING

FLOORS NOW

Jerry Siferd
Owner

Bring us their quote!

NO WAITING!
WE ARE INSTALLING

FLOORS NOW
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Jubileecity mission’s
6 annualth

July 18, 2026, 4-7 pm
legacy pavillion, hancock county fairgrounds

Bounce Houses
Face Painting

Yard Games
Raffle Baskets

T-Shirt Bar
& More!
join us for family

fun and raise
money for a good

cause!
Buy Tickets

Here!
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Vacation Bible School is on the way.VVacation Bible School is on the way.acation Bible School is on the way.
Hip-hip-Hip-hip-hooray!hooray!

he sun is shining, the kids are out of school and churches throughout the area 
are preparing for their annual Vacation Bible Schools. Following is a list of 

Vacation Bible Schools. Mark your calendars and make sure your child doesn’t 
miss out on the fun!

TTT

REGISTER AT FINREGISTERATFREGISTER AT FINDLAYFIRSTNAZ.ORG
KIDS AGES 4 Y S 4TH GRADKIDSAGES 4KIDS AGES 4 YEARS - 4TH GRADE

FINDLAY FIRST NAZARENE CHURCH -FINDLAYFIRS ZARENECHURCH -

2501 BROAD AVE2501BROADAVE

FINDLAY FIRST NAZARENE CHURCH -
2501 BROAD AVE

IIINNN
YYY SSS 444
NNN

444TTTHHH
NNNDDD
YYYEEEAAARRRSSS 444TTT
NNNDDDDDD

HHH GGGTTTHHH
LLLAAA

AAARRRSSS --- 444TTTHHH
LLLAAALLLAAA

GGGRRRHHH GGGHHH GGG
AAAYYY

RRRSSS 444TTTHHH
AAAYYYAAAYYY

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

GGG
RRRAAADDDEEE

GGGGGGOOORRRGGG
GGGRRRAAADDDEEE

OOORRRGGGOOORRRGGGZZZ...OOO
GGGRRRAAADDDEEE

ZZZ OOOOOO

ggngnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg
PPPP

NNNAAAZZZ
HHH GGGRRRAAADDD

ZZZ

nnniinniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggg
EEP

YYYFFFIIIRRRSSSTTTNNN
444TTTHHH GGGRRRAAA

FFFFFF

DDiDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiivvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
DDDEEDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP

iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnntttttttttttttoooo GGGGGGGGGGGGGoooooooddddddd’’’’’’’sssssss WWWWWWWWWWoooooooooorrrrrrrrrrddddinto God’s Word6-8:3300 ppmmmmmmmm6-8:30pm6-8:30 pm
JJuullyy 13-11666July 13-16July 13-16 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
iiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
EPP

DiDDDDDDDiiiiiiiiiiiviiiiiiivvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiii
DDEEDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP



419Discover.com12   July 2026

NORTHWEST CALENDAROHIO
JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

13th-19th
19th-26th
20th-25th
26th-Aug 2nd
29th-Aug 9th

Lucas County Fair  (Maumee)                               lucascountyfair.com
Ottawa County Fair  (Oak Harbor)                 ottawacountyfair.com
Crawford County Fair  (Bucyrus)          crawfordcocountyfair.com
Seneca County Fair  (Tiffin)                                 senecacountyfair.org
Ohio State Fair  (Columbus)                                 ohiostatefair.com

2nd-8th
2nd-9th
9th-15th
10th-16th
13th-19th
13th-20th
16th-22nd
21st-29th
22nd-29th
24th-30th
31st-Sep 7th

Auglaize County Fair  (Wapakoneta)          auglaizecountyfair.org
Wood County Fair  (Bowling Green)               woodcounty-fair.com
Richland County Fair  (Mansfield)                 richlandcountyfair.com
Erie County Fair  (Sandusky)                                                   eriefair.com
Mercer County Fair  (Celina)                              mercercountyfair.com
Henry County Fair  (Napoleon)                             henrycountyfair.org
Huron County Fair  (Norwalk)                             huroncountyfair.com
Allen County Fair  (Lima)                                                    allencofair.com
Defiance County Fair  (Hicksville)                         defiancecofair.com
Sandusky County Fair  (Fremont)             sanduskycountyfair.com
Morrow County Fair  (Mt Gilead)                     morrowcountyfair.org

1st-7th 
1st-7th
4th-10th
8th-13th 
12th-19th
14th-19th
20th-26th   

Van Wert County Fair  (Van Wert)                vanwertcountyfair.com
Hancock County Fair  (Findlay)     hancockcountyfairgrounds.org
Fulton County Fair  (Wauseon)                          fultoncountyfair.com
Hardin County Fair  (Kenton)                                hardincountyfair.org
Williams County Fair  (Montpelier)                                     wcofair.com
Wyandot County Fair  (Upper Sandusky)     thewyandotcountyfair.com

Ashland County Fair  (Ashland)                        ashlandcountyfair.org

All Fair dates and web addresses were pulled from
community websites and considered current at press time.
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ATTENTION PET OWNERS

More pets are lost on July 4 than any other day of the year,
because the loud noises can scare even the bravest animal
More pets are lost on July 4 than any other day of the year,
because the loud noises can scare even the bravest animal

How You Can Protect Your Pet From Fireworks-RelatedSTRESS?

This public service announcement brought to you by
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Nominate your favorites DAILY from July 6 - 20
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Visit bestoffindlay.com to nominate and a chance to WIN a $200 Visa Card
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Celebrate Independence Day 
in Flag City USA!

July 3
July 4th Spectacular • Hancock Co. Fairgrounds

Presented by the Hancock County Agricultural Society, look forward to a full day of fun with 
a 5K, Car Show, Kids Zone, Concert, and, of course, a Spectacular Fireworks Show!

July 4
Flag City Fourth of July Parade • Downtown Findlay, 11 a.m.

Taking place from South Main at Lima Ave. and running north to the Hancock County War 
Memorial, there is no better way to kick o� your July 4th than in Flag City USA!

Ice Cream Social • Hancock Historical Museum, Noon - 2 p.m.
After the parade enjoy ice cream on the front porch of the historic Hull-Flater House!

C
July 4th Spectacular Flag City Fourth of July Parade HHM Ice Cream Social

Plus, don’t miss our village �reworks celebrations, get your holiday BBQ supplies 
fresh from the Hancock County Farmers’ Market, take in a Sluggers game, and 
enjoy even more fun in Findlay and Hancock County!  Get all the details on these 
events and more at VisitFindlay.com/Fourth

CC Connect
with US!


