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Findlay Art League 
paints city’s scene in 
wide brushstrokes
Hosts juried shows, events, 
exhibitions and classes
By Bret Nye
Every good micropolitan needs an 
enthusiastic local art scene, and the 
Findlay Art League has nurtured Findlay’s 
as well as any city its size can boast.

From exhibitions of local art and contest 
submissions to the now quarterly 
ArtWalk and other events, from 
classes for all skill levels to community 
engagement, the League has become 
embedded in the culture of Findlay.
In early July, the Art League announced 
winners of its most recent juried art 
show, “America: 250 Years Later,” a 
once-in-a-generation celebration of the 
country’s semiquincentennial. In addition 
to accepting submissions of visual art, 
this time the League also made a call for 
literary works for the fi rst time.

“We have a member who’s a published 
author who judged the show, and she 

The Findlay Art League found its current home,
at 117 W. Crawford St., in the early 1970s.
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was helped by another member in 
coming up with the idea to have a writing 
component,” said Judy Scrimshaw, League 
board member. 
Scrimshaw said the League is likely to 
have a writing competition alongside 
another of its shows next year, and hopes 
to get the word out to local universities 
and professors to garner more interest.
“We didn’t have too many entries [for the 
America 250 show], but we were happy 
to get some — it was our first time trying 
something like that,” she said. “We got a 
nice sampling of work we were pleased 
with.”

Among a host of prizes given to those 
who placed in the juried show, the League 
awarded Sarah Harvey Best of Show 
for her photo, “The Wall,” and named 
Vanessa Loveridge, a high school student, 
winner of the new literary category.
Coming up
In August, the League will hold its annual 
“Must Have Wheels” show, which calls 
for submissions that follow the show 
title’s command: any piece of visual art 
that features a wheel, literally or even 
figuratively, will be accepted. 
“In the past, we’ve had art made from an 
old tricycle, we’ve had roller skates, and 
even a ‘wheel of life’ featured,” Scrimshaw 
said. “It was initially a car art show, but 
we left it open to interpretation.”
League members can submit up to 
three entries for $30; non-members 
can do the same for $40; and students 
can submit up to two entries for 
$10 a piece. Full instructions for 
submission can be found on the League’s 
website, FindlayArtLeague.org.
For the rest of the year, the League 
will host a solo exhibit by Dennis 
Zimmerman, a member and known 
watercolorist who is also part of the Ohio 
Watercolor Society; a new 3-D art show 

accepting submissions called “Off the 
Wall”; its annual fall show, which is open 
to any submissions and coincides with the 
fall iteration of ArtWalk; and a holiday 
market in December, which will see the 
League’s Findlay gallery full of tables of 
handmade art and Christmas crafts in 
time for local holiday shopping.
The League also hosts classes for all skill 
levels in pottery and watercolor painting, 
as well as paid classes in acrylics and 
colored pencil.
People can purchase a membership to the 
pottery studio at the gallery and use the 
facility’s pottery wheels and equipment, 
and get their creations fired and finished 
for display and personal use.
“We received a Fun for All grant from The 
[Findlay-Hancock County] Community 
Foundation, so we’re able to offer the 
pottery and watercolor classes free for 
those who sign up,” Scrimshaw said. 
“People can spend an hour on a piece. 
These classes usually fill up quickly.”
Beginnings
The Findlay Art League began in 1947 
as a group for like-minded community 
members to meet and make and discuss 
art. 
“At first, it was just a group of artists 
that met and got together and made 
some art together, like a club initially,” 
Scrimshaw said. “Over the years, more 
people became involved. They first met at 
people’s houses and eventually rented a 
spot, and it progressed from there.”
As membership grew, the group began 
charging membership dues. Happenings 
from the League began to be printed 
in The Republican Courier (now The 
Courier) and were talked about around 
town. After meeting at local businesses, 
college classrooms and members’ homes 
for years, the League found a home at the 
former Findlay Printing Company space 
at 117 W. Crawford St., where it still is 
today.
According to the League’s website, though 
the organization has gotten a new logo, a 
pop-up shop and myriad upgrades to its 
gallery and classroom spaces, the group’s 
mission statement has remained the 
same since the early days: provide a space 
where artists can gather, learn and make. 
Joining the League
Scrimshaw said the League’s gallery and 
events are run entirely by volunteers, 
and are on the lookout for anyone with a 
passion for art, whether artist or not, to 

get involved.
“We’re always looking for new Art League 
members, and we’re going to need some 
board members at the beginning of next 
year, because some of our terms are up,” 
she said.

She said the group hopes to get to a 
point soon where they are able to have a 
hired director and bolster their 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit status. The League is also always 
welcoming of new members.
“You don’t have to be an artist to be a 
member — you just need to want to 
support the arts,” she said. 

People can join the League at different 
yearly membership rates, including family 
and student options. The rates are tax-
deductible, as the League is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit.
Perks of being a member include cheaper 
submission fees for shows and access to 
the annual May members-only show, 
where non-members are not able to 
submit artwork.
“That’s a good one for people who maybe 
haven’t entered before,” Scrimshaw said. 
“They can enter that show and their stuff 
will get hung on the wall, no question.”
For full instructions (prospectuses) on 
upcoming show submissions and more 
on the history of the organization, visit 
FindlayArtLeague.org.

Locals wander the gallery at the Findlay Art League.

Vanessa Loveridge won the new literary category in 
Findlay Art League's most recent show, submitting 

a poem called "Seamstress in the Sky."

Best of Show for visual art in Findlay Art League's 
recent "America: 250 Years Later" show was 

Sarah Harvey, for her photo titled "The Wall."
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NORTHWEST CALENDAROHIO
AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

2nd-8th
2nd-9th
9th-15th
10th-16th
13th-19th
13th-20th
16th-22nd
21st-29th
22nd-29th
24th-30th
31st-Sep 7th

Auglaize County Fair  (Wapakoneta)          auglaizecountyfair.org
Wood County Fair  (Bowling Green)               woodcounty-fair.com
Richland County Fair  (Mansfield)                 richlandcountyfair.com
Erie County Fair  (Sandusky)                                                   eriefair.com
Mercer County Fair  (Celina)                              mercercountyfair.com
Henry County Fair  (Napoleon)                             henrycountyfair.org
Huron County Fair  (Norwalk)                             huroncountyfair.com
Allen County Fair  (Lima)                                                    allencofair.com
Defiance County Fair  (Hicksville)                         defiancecofair.com
Sandusky County Fair  (Fremont)             sanduskycountyfair.com
Morrow County Fair  (Mt Gilead)                     morrowcountyfair.org

1st-7th 
1st-7th
4th-10th
8th-13th 
12th-19th
14th-19th
20th-26th   

Van Wert County Fair  (Van Wert)                vanwertcountyfair.com
Hancock County Fair  (Findlay)     hancockcountyfairgrounds.org
Fulton County Fair  (Wauseon)                          fultoncountyfair.com
Hardin County Fair  (Kenton)                                hardincountyfair.org
Williams County Fair  (Montpelier)                                     wcofair.com
Wyandot County Fair  (Upper Sandusky)     thewyandotcountyfair.com

Ashland County Fair  (Ashland)                        ashlandcountyfair.org

All Fair dates and web addresses were pulled from
community websites and considered current at press time.
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Everyone Who Visits Comes Away With Their 
Own Reformatory Story. Start Yours Now...

OhioStateReformatory.orgOhioStateReformatory.org

Museum

Tours

Museum

Tours

For Event Dates, Hours, Pricing, and More Visit:

Home of 
Inkcarceration

and Tattoo 
Festival.
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Perry’s Victory & International Peace Memorial Put-in-Bay

Join the celebration as history comes to life on South Bass Island!
While July 4 marks the nation’s independence, August 2 was the day the
Declaration of Independence was officially signed by majority of the delegates. 
Experience Lake Erie fireworks, performances from The Ohio State and BGSU
marching bands, a concert by Lee Greenwood, a majestic tall ship, and
family-friendly activities at Freedom Village, including passport adventures for kids
and the opportunity to sign your own Declaration of Independence.

DECLARATION 250

Foundation Park  1225 S. Union St, Fostoria  

Fun for all from 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Fostoria Commuity Arts Council & the City of Fostoria present the summer concert 
series featuring the band Rumours. Free admission and open seating. In the event
of rain, the location will change to Venue 18.

‘26 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

Riverside Park  231 McManness Ave,  Findlay

The night begins at 6 pm
Experience an evening of community connection at Flag City Night Out, hosted by 
the Findlay Police Department. This free, family-friendly event brings together local 
public safety agencies and residents for an interactive night of fun. Enjoy food and 
entertainment, watch live demonstrations, explore emergency vehicles, and meet 
the first responders who serve our community. Bring the whole family and
celebrate the partnerships that help keep Findlay safe.

FLAG CITY NIGHT OUT

Hancock Historical Museum  422 W. Sandusky St,  Findlay

Take a journey from 12 - 1 pm
Pack your lunch and enjoy a fascinating lecture featuring "America's Favorite 
Pastime: A History of Findlay Baseball" presented by Joe Fennimore. Discover the 
rich history of baseball during this engaging midday presentation.

BROWN BAG LECTURE

AUGUST 1 - 2

AUGUST 2

AUGUST 6

AUGUST 4

LOCAL EVENT CALENDAR
AUGUST
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We apologize for any information that may have been changed/updated after this edition was printed.
This information was pulled from community websites and was considered current at press time.

Main Street Deli & Arcade  513 S. Main St, Findlay

Dance the night away from 7 - 10 pm
Join host Calib Delacruz for Karaoke Night! Need a little liquid courage before you 
perform? Enjoy $5 specialty shots all day! Don’t want to sing? That’s okay!
Request to hear your favorite song played instead!

KARAOKE NIGHT

Fri. & Sat. 7 am – 10 pm; Sunday’s final balloon launch is at 7 am
The fun-filled weekend kicks off with the spectacular mass balloon launch from 
Emory Adams Park at 7 a.m. Friday, August 7.* The Balloonfest features hot air 
balloons, food vendors, a craft show, car and motorcycle show, Kids Zone, live 
entertainment, and a dazzling drone show. Fun for the whole family!
*weather permitting

BALLOONFEST

Donnell Stadium  301 Baldwin Ave, Findlay

Catch the fun starting at 7 pm
The countdown is over. The Findlay Trojans begin their 2026 football season at 
home against Medina High School, bringing the excitement of Friday night football 
back to Donnell Stadium. Gather your blue and gold, fill the stands, and help create 
a home-field advantage as the Trojans take the field for their season opener.

TROJAN FOOTBALL SEASON OPENER

Downtown Carey

You don’t want to miss this!
Join the Carey community for a weekend packed with family fun, live
entertainment, and delicious local food! The festival includes food trucks,
inflatables, a mechanical bull, and an exotic animal petting zoo. On Saturday, don't 
miss the all-new hot dog eating contest, the Artisan’s Corner marketplace and
live music.

CAREY FEST

Emory Adams Park  1827 S. Blanchard St, Findlay

AUGUST 12

AUGUST 7-9

AUGUST 21

AUGUST 7-8
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, and 
the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$450

$8

$650

$7

$10
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Vote for your favorites DAILY from Aug. 3-19
CA

TE
G

O
RI

ES

VOTE
& WIN

Home Care & Services
Best Appliance Store
Best Asphalt Company
Best Carpet Cleaning Company
Best Concrete Company
Best Construction Company
Best Deck & Fencing Company
Best Electrical Company
Best Flooring Company
Best Heating/AC Company
Best Home Builder
Best Home Improvement Center
Best Landscaping Company
Best Lawn Care Services
Best Paint Store
Best Pest Control Company
Best Plumbing Company
Best Roo� ng Company

Professional & Life Services
Best Bank
Best Child Care Center
Best Credit Union
Best Customer Service
Best Funeral Home
Best Hotel
Best Insurance Agency
Best Law Firm
Best Mortgage Services
Best Nonpro� t
Best Place to Work
Best Professional Photographer
Best Real Estate O�  ce
Best Realtor
Best Senior or Assisted Living Facility
Best Service Club
Best Tax Prep Services

Shopping
Best Bedding & Mattress Store
Best Clothing Store
Best Collectible Store
Best Farm Supply Store
Best Floral Shop
Best Furniture Store
Best Garden Center
Best Gift Shop
Best Grocery Store
Best Hobby Store
Best Jewelry Store
Best Local Store
Best Outdoor Furniture
Best Shoe Store
Best Sporting Goods Store
Best Thrift/Resell Store

Food & Dining
Best Appetizers
Best Asian Food
Best Bakery
Best BBQ
Best Breakfast
Best Burger
Best Co� ee
Best Deli
Best Donuts
Best Fast Food
Best Fish
Best Food Truck
Best French Fries
Best Ice Cream
Best Italian Food
Best Meat Shop
Best Mexican Food
Best Patio
Best Pizza
Best Place To Eat With Kids
Best Ribs
Best Salad
Best Sandwiches
Best Seafood
Best Steaks
Best Subs
Best Sushi
Best Tacos
Best Wings/Boneless

Health & Wellness
Best Golf
Best Health & Fitness Center
Best Hearing Aid Center
Best Martial Arts Studio
Best Massage

Pets
Best Boarding
Best Dog Training
Best Pet Grooming Services
Best Pet Supplies
Best Pet-Friendly Business
Best Veterinary O�  ce

21 & Over
Best Bar
Best Bar Food
Best Beer Selection
Best Cocktails
Best Craft Beer Selection
Best Happy Hour
Best Margarita
Best Smoke Shop
Best Sports Bar
Best Wine Selection

Arts & Entertainment
Best Event Venue
Best Event/Festival
Best Family Entertainment
Best Live Music Venue
Best Local Band
Best Trivia Night

Auto
Best Auto Body Shop
Best Auto Detailing
Best Auto Mechanic Shop
Best Car Sales Team
Best Car Wash
Best New Car Dealer
Best Oil & Lube Center
Best Tire Center
Best Used Car Dealer

Beauty
Best Beauty Salon
Best Hair Salon
Best Kids' Haircut
Best Manicure/Pedicure
Best Men's Haircut
Best Tanning Services
Best Tattoo Shop

Healthcare
Best Chiropractic Practice
Best Dental Practice
Best Eye Care Services
Best Medical Practice
Best Mental Health Services
Best Pharmacy
Best Physical Therapy Center
Best Podiatry Practice

Visit bestoffi ndlay.com to vote and a chance to WIN a $200 Visa Card
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