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Bon appétit, Findlay! 
Longtime gourmet club meets 
for culinary adventures 
By: Bret Nye
Photos provided by Suzi Healy

Over the past half century, local lovers of 
elegant cuisine have been meeting in the 
Findlay area to challenge themselves to 
create memorable dinner parties and lip-
smacking meals. Since 1968, the club has 
stayed true to its original intentions: to 
make and procure high-quality food and 
drink for the group to try.

“There are 12 women in the group, and 
everybody really enjoys cooking,” said 
member Suzi Healy. “And they do it quite 
well.”

At least nine months out of the year, 
the Gourmet Club meets at a member’s 

home to eat together. But there’s a lot 
more to it than that. Roles are assigned 
— hostesses prep their kitchens and 
dining rooms, planners create a menu 
by selecting recipes and plotting out 
how many portions will be needed, 
and the members of the group then 
contribute their dishes to the meal. The 

process starts weeks or months out 
from a planned dinner, so all recipe 
discrepancies, logistical concerns or other 
eventualities can be considered and dealt 
with. You could say they’re not messing 
around.  But, unquestionably, they also 
have a great deal of fun.

“I’d heard people talk about [the group], 
they were friends of mine, and they asked 
me to be a substitute,” Healy said. 

Group members find substitutes for 
themselves when they’re unable to make 
a planned dinner. “That’s usually how 
people have joined,” Healy said. 

Healy substituted enough times and did 
the job well enough that she was invited 
to become part of the group.

A meal prepared by the Gourmet Club.
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Once a menu is decided upon and 
planners have things in place, an 
accompanying drink must be chosen. 
Dan Matheny, owner of the Findlay Wine 
Merchant in downtown Findlay, has been 
a help to the group, showing them wines 
to pair with different meals.

“We ask Dan, ‘this is our menu, so what 
do you suggest at our price limit?’ We 
aren’t sommeliers, but he is, and he’ll 
refer something to us.”

The club also serves cocktails to go along 
with the menu.

“The older ladies didn’t do that years ago, 
but it complements the meals,” Healy 
said.

 The group has prepared everything 

from wild game to noodles from scratch. 
Sometimes the fare involves familiar 
favorites like cornbread, salad and 
homemade noodles, while other times 
the home chefs will take on a cut of wild 
game or another culture’s cuisine.

“Our meals are usually themed,” Healy 
said. “For the seafood theme we did a 
shrimp boil; we’ve done Moroccan, Irish, 
German and French nights; and often 
we’ll do a fall dinner, and something for 
Christmas.”

The club sometimes plans a trip to a 

special restaurant, and once they held 
an event at the country club. But almost 
always, the meals are about welcoming 
each other into their homes and trying 
to create (and consume) something 
delectable.

“We discuss things after a meal, and how 
we prepared it. In the early days, you 
didn’t dare deviate from the recipe, but if 
we deviate a little now, we’ll talk about it,” 
Healy said. “‘I will never make this again’ 
is said sometimes, or ‘I’m going to make 
for my friends and family.’”

After meals are shared, the club keeps 
a notebook of all recipes, menus and 
invitations used each time. Some of the 
group’s notebooks from over the years are 
kept by the Hancock Historical Museum. 
The group also likes to share successful 

dishes via social media.

“It’s so fun,” she said, “and the excitement 
people have for it is great.”

A quick look back
The Gourmet Club’s history traces back 
to 1968, when its first moniker was the 
Welcome Wagon Gourmet Club. The 
original group of six women laid out 
the purpose for the group in a set of 
guidelines back then: “The club will meet 
on the third Thursday of the month at 
12:30 p.m. There will be a committee of 
two members to serve for three months 

to plan the next luncheons and to pass 
out recipes. We will have a hostess and a 
co-hostess each month. We will not meet 
in June nor July. Limit 12 members.”

Generally speaking, these bylaws are 
still closely adhered to. In 1974, club 
members also began reporting their costs 

for preparing a dish, so the group could 
chip in an equal amount for the meals. 
They also had lists of which member 
had which spice, liqueur or kitchen 
equipment on hand, as some common 
items used today used to be much harder 
to come by.

Continued from page 1

A holiday meal prepared by the Gourmet Club.

Members of the Gourmet Club prepare 
plates at a recent gathering.

Members of the Gourmet Club pose for a photo during a dinner outing.
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ECONOMIC 
RELIEF SALE 

September 17-19 

Grt.at Style 
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Greater Purpose 
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,__ 1200 Commerce Parkway, Findlay 
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oo�m 
VOlU�lEER 
CHANGE UV£S •

*

*Some exclusions apply.

Shop 10am-5pm
Tues-Sat
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120 W. Main Street, McComb • 419-348-1806
www.siferdsflooring.com
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A FREE LOCAL CALENDAR
POWERED BY YOU.

FOR FREE
Got an upcoming event or fundraiser?
Share it with the community on the
Discover 419 Local Event Calendar.

It’s quick, easy, and completely free!

SHARE YOUR EVENT

CALENDAR
LOCAL EVENT

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS NOW

Note: Events can take up to
72 hours to post once submitted.

VIEW THE CALENDAR &

419discover.com
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•”Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide 
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman 
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at 
participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 47413 PEPSI, PEPSI-COLA, and 
the Pepdi Globe are registered tademarks of PepsiCo, Inc.

730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114

FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD 
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

$450

$8

$650

$7

$10
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NORTHWEST CALENDAR
OHIO

SEPTEMBER

1st-7th 
1st-7th
4th-10th
8th-13th 
12th-19th
14th-19th
20th-26th   

Van Wert County Fair  (Van Wert)                vanwertcountyfair.com
Hancock County Fair  (Findlay)     hancockcountyfairgrounds.org
Fulton County Fair  (Wauseon)                          fultoncountyfair.com
Hardin County Fair  (Kenton)                                hardincountyfair.org
Williams County Fair  (Montpelier)                                     wcofair.com
Wyandot County Fair  (Upper Sandusky)     thewyandotcountyfair.com

Ashland County Fair  (Ashland)                        ashlandcountyfair.org

All Fair dates and web addresses were pulled from community websites and considered current at press time.
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Kids Corral
Bounce House

Ball Pit
Strength Tester

Giant Yard Games

 Admission
Kids 2 & under 

are FREE!

$5.00

Sluice
Panning 

Petting Zoo

Live Demos!
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SALOON

FREE PARKING & Ghost Town Express Shuttle

western

10630 CR 40, FINDLAY, OHIO  ghosttownfindlay.com

Horse & 
Carriage Rides

White Rose Carriage Service

$7.00 per person

Gold & Gemstone

General StoreMillstream Woodcarvers
Warriors Way Blacksmiths

50/50
raffle

Sat., Sept. 12  9am-5pm  &  Sun., Sept. 13  12pm-5pmth th

HHaanndmade
ggoods from tthhe

area’s finest
ccccrraafftteerrss!!

Handmade 
goods from the

area’s finest
crafters!

APPLE TREATS
Apple Cider, Cider Slushies, 

Caramel Apples, Apple Cookies, 
Apple Pie Cupcakes, 

Apple Fry Pies & more!
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K al

Gia mes

10630 CR 40, FINDLAY, OHIO ghosttownfindlay.com


