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By Leah Alsept
leahalsept@thecourier.com

Parks are not just for play — theyre
also for learning. And there are tons
of opportunities for learning at the
various natural sites that make up
the Hancock Park District. Just ask
program specialists Tim Kleman or
Chris Allen.

“I really like doing the education side
of things and getting passionate about
what I like to learn about, and then
sharing that with others,” Kleman said.

He and Allen work to create
entertaining and educational
programs for visitors to the parks.
The program specialists schedule
events for all age groups, but pay close
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attention to programming for children.
They think of kid-oriented events as
enrichment activities.

“I gear a lot of programs towards things
that I know 4-H kids could use,” Allen
said. “T can gear it towards things that
we know are Girl Scout or Boy Scout
type events, too.”

Kleman creates about 24 programs and
Allen creates 12 programs for the park
each month.

“I always love doing bird hikes because
my first passion is birds,” Kleman said.
Kleman studied ornithology in college
for a time, he said.

Allen hosts cooking events about once
a month. Along with cooking, Allen

also
hosts
“Fireside
Stories,”
during which she reads a storybook to
children near fireplaces at the parks.

“We try to schedule other things out at
(Oakwoods Nature Preserve) during
the time the kids are out of school,
Allen said.
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Allen said “there isnt any better
feeling” than seeing kids light up
during her programs.

Here are some of the upcoming
programs planned for February:

Feb. 4: “Beginner Cross-Country Ski
Workshops™ is a weekly program on
Saturdays from 9-10:30 a.m. at the
Big Oaks Activity Area, Shelter #3,
located at Riverbend Park. Michelle
Rumschlag will host the event.
The program is intended for youth
ages 8 and up, and children must
register with a participating adult.
Registration costs $12 per person.

Feb. 11: “Photography Hike” for ages
16 and up at the Charles J. Younger
Pavillion, located at Riverbend Park,
beginning at 9 a.m. Participants will
hike the trails and take photos of
scenery, wildlife, plants and anything
else that would make an interesting
subject. All skill levels and camera
types are welcome. No registration
required. Kleman will be hosting the
event.

Feb. 17: “Game Night in the Woods”
for families with children ages 6 and
up. The event will take place from 6-8
p.m. at the Doc Phillips Discovery
Center located in the Oakwoods
Nature Preserve. The parks will
provide games like Uno, checkers,
and Candy Land, and participants
are encouraged to bring their favorite
games. This event is free and no
registration is required. Rumschlag
will host the event.

Feb. 19: “Going Nuts: Open House”
for all ages at the McKinnis House
located in the Litzenberg Memorial
Woods. The event is from 1 to 4
p.m. and no registration is required.
Rumschlag will be hosting the event
as her historical character, Mrs.
Boylan, and teach participants about
the history of nut-producing trees
and their importance to the McKinnis
family and their neighbors.

Feb. 25: “Movie Night in the Park” for
families at the Doc Phillips Discovery
Center located in the Oakwoods

Kacie Weimer, 9, brushes sand off of a plaster cast
mold of an animal pawprint inside the Oakwoods
Nature Preserve Discovery Center.
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Nature Preserve from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
This event is free, but registration
is required, and can be done on
the Hancock District Park website.
Popcorn will be provided. Allen will
host the event.

Hancock Park District program
specialists schedule a variety of events,
so Kleman said keep an eye out for
anything that looks interesting.

“Because wed love to have you here,”
he said.

Chris Allen, playing her historical character “Sarah
Fishel,” demonstrates how to draw on a sugar cookie.

Kids and an adult listen to Hancock Park District
program specialist Tim Kleman’, right, presentation
on animal pawprints and scat at a program.

A child slides a pan of Christmas tree and bell-
shaped sugar cookies into the wood stove inside the
McKinnis House at Litzenberg Memorial Park.
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*3 large pizzas with up to 3 toppings each, 3 full orders of stuffed breadsticks with up to 2 items each,
plus tree 2 liters of soda. Must call to order. Pick-up in Findlay location.

Buy a large order of
Stuffed Breadsticks

and get a 2 Liter of Pop

"FREE

Findlay location only. Must present coupon.

Dine-In, Carry-Out or Delivery
(Delivery fee applies). Expires 2/28/23

339 S. Blanchard St., Findlay OH 45840 | 567-525-5539 | www.campuspollyeyes.com
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Buy a large order of
Stuffed Breadsticks

and get a 2 Liter of Pop

FREE

Findlay location only. Must present coupon
Dine-In, Carry-Out or Delivery
(Delivery fee applies). Expires 2/28/23

Serving Beer & Wine 339 S. Blanchard St}

Campuspollyeyes.com 567-525-5539 |
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$1.50 !
(piexs STEAK HOUSE OFF :
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE SUNDAY |
Kalida, OH (1030am-2pm) :
419.532.3029 Bupires 226/23 |
ONE coupon per check 1
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

IN . EEBRUARY

m Fiddler on the Roof 7:30pm

Marathon Center for the Performing Arts, Findlay

Tony®-winning director Bartlett Sher and the team behind South Pacific and The
King and | bring a fresh and authentic vision to this beloved theatrical
masterpiece from Tony-winner Joseph Stein and Pulitzer Prize winners
Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick. For tickets, visit mcpa.org.

AMA Painting Class s5:30-6:30pm

Awakening Minds Art, Findlay

Enjoy a step-by-step painting class designed for the successof any age or ability.
Perfect for couples, parent-kidbonding, mentors and a way to meet new friends!
1640 Tiffin Ave.

Registration required. $15 per student.

il LU ALE Night to Shine 2023 6-9pm
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, Findlay

Night to Shine is an unforgettable prom night experience, centered on God's love,
for people with special needs - ages 14 and over. This coming year, Night to Shine
will celebrate its ninth anniversary as thousands from around the world will come
together to honor those with disabilities.

Registration is now closed for this event but you can plan to a part of this for 2024.

Murder on the Orient Express

Fort Findlay Playhouse, Findlay

Enjoy “Murder on the Orient Express” performed by the Fort Findlay Playhouse
cast. Tickets available at fortfindlayplayhouse.org beginning February 6.
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February 18

Taproom Yoga
Findlay Brewing Company, Findlay

This 60 minute, beginner-lever class begins at 10AM, includes one beer or
beverage of your choice (up to $6 in value). It's best to arrive by 9:45 a.m. to get
registered and settled in. Mats will be available, but please bring your own
if you have one! 213 E. Crawford St.

$15 per person at the door.

February 20-26

Restaurant Week in Greater Findlay

Participating restaurants will provide a special Restaurant Week menu at varying
price points. Each diner can order one item per course. More information available
at visitfindlay.com/restaurantweek

[ [
Trivia 6:30-8:30 pm
False Chord, Findlay
Trivia Night is back! Join the Findlay Young Professionals for what is almost

guaranteed to be a sure-fire night of fun for all. Space is limited so sign up while
you can! 326 S. Main St.

D~

TIFFIN-
SENECA
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Indoor Snow Day 10-11am

Frost Kalnow Room at Tiffin-Seneca Public Library, Tiffin

Hosted by The Youth Services Department. Enjoy a snow day without the cold by
playing and doing activities in shredded paper ‘snow.” Hot chocolate will be
served. For children preschool age and younger. Registration is not required.
For more information call (419) 447-3751.

At press time, the information was pulled from
community websites and was considered current.

We apologize for any information that may have been
changed/updated after this edition was printed.
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RICH BEAUTIFUL COLOR

CHECK OUT OUR STORE!

626 S. Main St.,
Findlay

Foils e Balayage
Specialty Color I
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February, is
Heart'Month
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