Pickleball

The Fastest Growing Sport

By: Leah Alsept
leahalsept@thecourier.com

Pickleball has been taking

the nation by storm, and the
recreation-minded right here in
Northwest Ohio have taken up
the popular new sport in droves.
Every summer, dozens of people
play the sport every day at the
Riverside Park pickleball courts
in Findlay, and the YMCA has
added it to its available recreation
activities playable on its indoor
courts at its East Branch location
year-round.
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But what is pickleball, exactly?

Pickleball is played with a small
paddle and a perforated ball.

It can be played casually or
competitively. USA Pickleball,
the national governing body of
the sport in the United States,
describes it as a mix of “tennis,
badminton, and ping pong”
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“Pickleball
is generally

played two
against two,” longtime pickleballer
Richard Schrock said. “You serve
across the court similar to tennis.
But it’s slightly different. (The
ball) has to bounce once and then
come back and bounce the second
time on the other side”

Schrock picked up pickleball
about 12 years ago when he
happened upon a few of his
coworkers playing the game at the
McComb Cookie Festival in 2009.

“The nice part about this sport is
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it’s very social,” he said. “It’s way
more social than most sports.
People are out there laughing and
giggling”

Finding the sport to be something
they wanted to continue into
retirement, Richard and his

wife, Greta, have been playing
pickleball ever since.

“About 10 years ago, we took
over the Flag City Pickleball club,
and I use that term very loosely;,’
Richard explained. “There are no
dues, there’s no president -- it’s
an email list. That's what I tell
people”

Now there’s almost 300 members
on the email list, his wife Greta
said.

“During the summer we teach
about 40 people a year. (On)
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Tuesday mornings we have an
open time from 10:30 to noon and
we have six to eight people every
week show up at least,” Richard
said. “Sometimes we have three
courts full”

The best part about pickleball, the
Schrocks say, is the camaraderie
around the sport.

“We have picnics and we have
Christmas parties and we have
lots of fun activities outside of the
sport,” Richard said.

As a testament to the friendships
made over the sport, 70 people
showed up for the 2023 Flag City
Pickleball Club Christmas party.

“I would’ve known maybe four
or five of them had I not had
pickleball. Now I've gained a
hundred and some people that
I call friends that I wouldn’t
otherwise,” Richard said.

Anyone can join in on the

fun. The Schrocks suggest
visiting the Flag City Pickleball
Club Facebook page for more
information on upcoming events
and activities in the club.
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FAR LEFT: A group of
players during the
2023 summer season
training session at
Riverside Park in
Findlay.

LEFT: Players at

the Allen County
Pickleball Tournament
in Lima, in September
2023.

(Photos are from the
Flag City Pickleball
Club Facebook page.)

“(It’s) a really good physical sport
that’s not hard on your knees or
your elbows or anything,” Greta
said. “We taught grandmas and
grandkids this summer”

The city of Findlay is taking
notice of pickleball’s popularity,
too. In 2017, Richard suggested
to the Hancock Park District
they renovate the old Riverside
Park tennis courts into pickleball
courts. Those pickleball courts
are now regularly used by the
hundreds of Flag City Pickleball
Club members.

“One night we had a
neighborhood night and the
police officers came and played
with the kids,” Greta said. “It’s just
such a wide range of people that
can play. We just think this is a
great thing for the community”

In the meantime, check out the
YMCA’s indoor courts and other
indoor pickleball options that
become available in the area, but
when it warms up consider going
out to the pickleball courts. There
might just be someone willing to
show you the ropes.
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Tasty Tidbits
About Pizza

The calendar is dotted with various
holidays that celebrate pizza. From National
Pizza Pie Day in February to National Deep
Dish Pizza Day in April to National Cheese
Pizza Day in September, not to mention
National Pizza Month in October, any time of
year is the perfect opportunity to bite into a
slice.

For most people, the best part of pizza is
eating it, but that doesn’t mean you can’t still
learn something about this all-time favorite
food as well. The following are some tasty
tidbits about pizza, courtesy of Fact City, Pizza
Need and Facts Legend.

- Pizza is tied to Greece. Greeks are
credited with creating the first pizza-like food.
The Greeks used to bake flat, round large
breads that were then topped with vegetables,
potatoes, spices, and olive oil. However, the
first commercial pizza and pizzeria has been
traced to the 19th century and the lItalian city of
Naples.

- Not all pizza is flat. While crispy, low-
profile pies may be classic, other varieties
of pizza have their fans. “Deep dish” pizza
originated in 1943 in the Chicago eatery
Pizzeria Uno. Sfincione, or focaccia pizza, a
type of pizza made in a sheet pan with thicker
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slices, was created in the mid-19th century in
Sicily. It is popularly called Sicilian pizza.

- Pizza is even more popular on certain
days of the year. Pizza can be enjoyed any
day of the year, but Super Bowl Sunday, New
Year’s Eve, Halloween, Thanksgiving Eve, and
New Year’s Day are the top five days for pizza
sales. In addition, pizza accounts for more than
10 percent of all food service sales.

- Pizza is booming. In the United States,
the pizza industry makes up 17 percent of all
restaurants and grosses more than $30 billion
every year. The highest-grossing single-unit
independent pizzeria in the United States is
Moose’s Tooth Pub and Pizzeria in Anchorage,
Alaska. Its annual sales are approximately $6
million. The pizzeria is known for its Apricot pie
which consists of apricot sauce, carrots, cream
cheese and chicken.

- Pizza is popular everywhere. Around
the world, about three billion pizzas are sold
each year.

- Pizza is a weekend favorite. While
Friday may be pizza night for many people,
sales figures indicate that Saturday night is the
most popular night to eat pizza.

- Pizza has a symbiotic relationship
with certain foods. The pizza industry has
helped propel both the cheese and pepperoni
industry. Around 251 million pounds of
pepperoni are consumed each year in the
United States.

- Hawaiian pizza is popular, though not
accurately named. Ham and pineapple are
popular pizza toppings on the West coast of
the United States, and this pizza is dubbed the
Hawaiian pizza. However, it doesn’t have any
connection to Hawaii. This pizza actually was
invented in Canada.

Pizza is a perennial favorite and one of
the most popular foods of all time. There are
so many local pizza spots to choose from...try
them all and then you decide...which one you
think is the best!
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100 Years Ago This Month: Historical events from February 1924

The month of February has been home
to many historical events over the years.
Here’s a look at some that helped to shape
the world in February 1924.

 Honduran President Rafael
Lopez-Gutiérrez refuses to leave office on
February 1. Lopez-Gutiérrez cites uncer-
tainty regarding a successor as his reason
for remaining in office after initially be-
ginning a four-year term on February 1,
1920.

o Former United States President Wood-
row Wilson falls into a coma at 10:30 p.m.
on February 2. The 67-year-old former
president dies less than 24 hours later.

o Thanks in part to the reccommendation
of British physicians, Indian freedom
fighter Mohandas Gandhi is released
from incarceration in Ahmedabad on
February 4. Gandhi served less than one-
third of his six-year prison sentence for
sedition.

o Forty-one miners drown in a flash
flood inside an underground iron mine
near Crosby, Minnesota on February 5.
The flood is caused when the crew blasts
too close to the bottom of a nearby lake.
o President Wilson is buried in a vault
beneath the center aisle of the chapel of
the Washington National Cathedral on
February 6. He remains the only presi-
dent to be buried in the District of Co-
lumbia.

o In response to the German Embassy’s
refusal to offer condolences or lower flags
in honor of President Wilson, roughly
200 taxi drivers plant an American flag
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on the embassy lawn on February 6.

o The Fascist government of Italy for-
mally recognizes the Communist Soviet
Union on February 7.

e On February 8, Chinese national Gee
Jon becomes the first person in Ameri-
can history to be executed with lethal gas.
Jon was convicted in a gangland slaying
and was put to death in an airtight cham-
ber at the Nevada State Prison in Carson
City. Elsewhere in the United States, five
inmates, each convicted murderers, were
put to death in Texas, marking the state’s
first use of the electric chair.

o Two-hundred fifty delegates represent-
ing 61 trade unions, civic groups and fra-
ternal organizations attend the opening
day of the Negro Sanhedrin on February
11. The conference was an attempt to es-
tablish a national program protecting the
legal rights of African American tenant
farmers and wage workers.

o On February 13, one day after testifying
in the trial of “Shoeless Joe” Jackson, Chi-
cago White Sox outfielder Oscar “Happy”
Felsch is arrested for perjury. Lawyers for
the White Sox produced documents con-
tradicting Felsch’s testimony, resulting in
his arrest.

o On February 14, the Computing-Tab-
ulating-Recording Company renames it-
self the International Business Machines
Corporation, which would ultimately be
shortened to IBM.

o US. Senator Frank L. Greene of Ver-
mont is shot in the head and serious-
ly wounded by a stray bullet during a
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shootout on February 15. The shootout
involved bootleggers and Prohibition en-
forcement agents, and Senator Green was
struck while walking with his wife along
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington,
D.C.

« German artist George Grosz is fined
500 gold marks on February 16. The
court determined a collection of Grosz’s
drawings depicting the decadence of Ber-
lin society was obscene.

o Greek Prime Minister Eleftherios Veni-
zelos resigns on February 19. Venizelos
had been in office less than four weeks.

o US. President Calvin Coolidge be-
comes the first President to make a radio
broadcast from the White House on Feb-
ruary 22.

o Prime Minister Ahmet Zogu of Albania
is shot twice by anarchist Beqir Valteri on
February 23. Often referred to as Zog I of
Albania, the prime minister reportedly
survived more than 50 assassination at-
tempts over the course of his life. Though
Valteri’s efforts were unsuccessful, Zogu’s
injuries forced him to step away from
office for a short period following the
shooting.

o On February 24, the Beverly Hills
Speedway hosts its final race. The speed-
way is torn down as property values in
Beverly Hills skyrocket.

o Trials related to the Beer Hall Putsch
that occurred on November 9, 1923, be-
gin in Munich on February 26. Adolf
Hitler and Erich Ludendorff are among
those put on trial.
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Interesting facts about U.S. Presidents

Americans celebrate Presidents’ Day each year on the third Monday in February. The holiday is known as Washington’s Birthday within
the federal government. While it has honored George Washington since it was first established as a holiday in 1879, the day now honors
all who served as United States presidents.

The widened scope of Presidents’ Day affords a great opportunity for Americans to learn some interesting facts about the individuals
who have taken office since George Washington first did so in 1789.

Anecdotes abound in regard to George Washington, and his famed wooden teeth is among them. However, that story is an enduring
myth and not reflective of reality. Various historians and groups, including the National Constitution Center, note that George
Washington’s dentures were not made of wood, but rather a combination of ivory, gold and human and animal teeth, among other
materials.

Two former presidents and founding fathers passed away within hours of each other. John Adams, who succeeded Washington as the
nation’s second president in 1797, and Thomas Jefferson, who served as the third president of the United States between 1801 and 1809,
each died on July 4, 1826. The two one-time friends and then foes ultimately reconciled prior to their deaths.

John Adams and his son, John Quincy Adams, who served as the sixth president of the United States from 1825 to 1829, are the only
presidents among the first twelve to have never owned slaves.

Though outdoor inaugurations are now the standard, they were not always. The nation’s fifth president, James Monroe, was the first to
be inaugurated in the elements.

So long as they’re eligible to run for reelection, sitting presidents typically seek a second term. But that’s not always the case. James K.
Polk, who served as the nation’s eleventh president, was the first to retire after one term. Though Polk did not necessarily set a trend,
subsequent presidents James Buchanan, Rutherford B. Hayes, Calvin Coolidge, and Harry S. Truman also did not seek a second term.
And while Teddy Roosevelt did not seek a term in 1908, he did in 1912.

Many U.S. presidents came from humble beginnings. Millard Filmore, who served as the thirteenth president between 1850 and 1853,
was born into poverty in upstate New York. Filmore became president upon the sudden death of President Zachary Taylor, who died
suddenly on July 9. Perhaps his humble origins and unexpected ascendancy to the presidency is why Filmore memorably refused an
honorary degree from Oxford University.

One of the more notably named U.S. presidents was not actually given his memorable moniker at birth. According to the National
Constitution Center, President Ulysses S. Grant, who was the eighteenth individual to take the office of the president, was actually named
Hiram Ulysses Grant. He only became Ulysses S. Grant, a name that clearly stuck, after Congressman Thomas Hamer mistakenly listed
his name as “Ulysses S. Grant” upon nominating the young man to attend West Point.

President John F. Kennedy, who served as the thirty-fifth U.S. president until his assassination in November 1963, was the first American
president born in the twentieth century. It will likely be awhile before the first U.S. president born in the twenty-first century takes office, as
the nation’s current president, Joe Biden, was born just 25 years after JFK.
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