Season of caring is here with Toys for Tots

By Angela LaRosa
angelalarosa@thecourier.com

As the season of giving approaches, with
Thanksgiving around the corner
and Christmas following soon after,
various campaigns fire up and make
it their mission to put a smile on
the faces of everyone they can. One
of those initiatives is Toys for Tots,
which sees people gathering new and
unwrapped toys in the months leading
up to Christmas to give to children in
the community each holiday season.

“The biggest thing is that every child
— despite their situation, despite
whats going on in their family —
deserves a Christmas,” said Larry
DeVelvis, campaign coordinator for
the Hancock County area. “I look
forward to it every year”

Two Convenient Locations!
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The U.S. Marine Corps Reserves
have been carrying out the annual
campaign for 75 years — Findlay has
participated for 34 years, and DeVelvis
has been at it for 21 years himself.
Every year they’re more than happy
to volunteer for it. Many are even
former active-duty Marines, including
DeVelvis. “Were doing it out of the
kindness of our hearts,” he said.
DeVelvis delivered toys with his wife
on Christmas Day last year. “We're
happy to take toys to those families,”
he said.

Although nothing is distributed until
December, the James Joy McClelland
Marine Corps Detachment 1148
has already started setting collection

bins up

throughout the

area for the Toys

for Tots campaign.

There are over 100 collection sites
within DeVelvis® area, which includes

Larry DeVelvis, left, coordinator for Toys for Tots of Hancock
County and Southern Wood County, and Hancock County
Sheriff Michael Heldman speak at the sheriff's office.
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citieslike Bowling Green andlocations
such as the University of Findlay, the
North Baltimore Fire Station, Hanco
and more.

“We'll be taking care of all the kids
here in Hancock County and the
southern part of Wood County;
DeVelvis said. “If people see those
boxes and jars and donate, they will
stay in Hancock County”

Members of the detachment league
will be at the Findlay Village Mall on
Saturdays and Sundays from noon-
5 p.m. and the Tiffin Ave. Walmart
on Sundays from 10 am.- 4 p.m.
starting Nov. 25 to accept toys and
monetary donations. “Our Marine
Corps Detachment League is a big
help to get these toys purchased and
distributed,” he said.

So, how did it all begin? According to
their website, toysfortots.org, Toys for
Tots began in 1947 as the brain child
of Marine Corps Reserve Major Bill
Hendricks. Actually it was his wife,
Diane, who was the real inspiration.
She had a few handcrafted dolls and
asked Bill to deliver them to an agency
that supports children in need.

When Bill reported back to his
wife that he could not find such an
organization, she instructed him to
“start one!”. Maj Hendricks and the
Marines in his reserve unit in LA
collected and distributed 5,000 toys
in 1947.
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Seeing such successful community
engagement in 1947, the
Commandant directed all Marine
Reserve Sites to implement a TFT
campaign transforming it into a
national community action program
in 1948.

Bill Hendrick’s civilian job was
Director of Public Relations at Warner
Brothers Studios. He was friends with
many celebrities who he asked to help
support the newly created Marine
Toys for Tots Program. As a personal
friend and as a favor to Bill, Walt
Disney designed the first Toys for Tots
poster which included a miniature
three-car train that was subsequently
adopted as the Toys for Tots logo.
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The Marine Toys for Tots Foundation,
an IRS recognized 501 (c) (3) not-for-
profit charity, was established in 1991
at the behest of the Marine Corps to
help run and support the Marine Toys
for Tots Program.

The
purchases toys, provides promotional
and support materials, manages all
funds raised and donated, solicits
corporate support, educates the
public, and handles day-to-day
operations.

Foundation raises funds,

Presently, the Marine Toys for Tots
Program distributes an average of 18
million toys to 7 million less fortunate
children annually. What is the local
impact? Last year alone, in Hancock
County 5,477 toys were distributed
and 1,699 children were supported.
Wood County distributed 24,840
toys, supporting 6,200 children and
Seneca County distributed 6,817 toys
with 1,336 children supported.

If you are interested in making a
donation, visit toysfortots.org for a
list of donation box sites in the area.
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Crustless pie a treat for those with
gluten intolerance

Those with Celiac disease
or gluten intolerances must
be mindful of the foods
they consume. Meals or
desserts containing gluten, a
protein found in grains like
wheat, semolina, rye, barley,
graham, spelt, farina, and
more, can trigger intestinal
distress and other symptoms.
“Crustless Libby’s® Famous
Pumpkin Pie” is a variation
on traditional pumpkin
pie served at Thanksgiving
and Christmas gatherings.
Without the crust, individuals
who avoid gluten can still
dive into that pumpkin-
and-spice combination
that’s so popular around the
holiday season. Enjoy this
recipe, courtesy of Libby’s®
Pumpkin.

Crustless Libby’s® Famous
Pumpkin Pie

Makes 8 servings

3/4 cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
2 large eggs

1 can (15 oz.) Libby’s® 100%
Pure Pumpkin

1 can (12 oz.) Nestlé®
Carnation Evaporated Milk
Nonstick cooking spray
Whipped cream (optional)
Preheat oven to 325 F.

Glass baking dishes without
crust require a cooler oven,
and in most cases, a longer
baking time.

Spray 9-inch-round glass pie
dish with nonstick cooking
spray or lightly grease bottom
of baking pan or baking dish.
Mix sugar, cinnamon, salt,
ginger and cloves in a small
bowl. Beat eggs in a large
bowl. Stir in pumpkin
and sugar-spice mixture.
Gradually stir in evaporated
milk.

Bake 55 to 60 minutes or
until a knife inserted near
center comes out clean.

Cool on wire rack for 2
hours. Serve immediately or
refrigerate.

November 2022
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419Discover.com



Cheek Oy Prrgebosk for Hlows
Findley | 419-424-5750

100
! DINNER

|
|
|
1 2062 Bread St tsimssgm |
|
|
o

e

— RO
DICK'S STERK HOUSE

I Kellick, ©H OnelCouponPerCheckd
Q1953253029 IMustiRresentGoupon|
beim Cards Avellelle  Bpiw 11AUR

ALL YOU CAN EAT

FISH DINNER

Every Friday From 11am to 8pm
ONLY

*9.95

Kathy's Korner Restaurant

100 West Fremont St. * Arcadia

419-8394-6466
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“Best/Around-All Year/.Long”
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DOWN HOME CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

Tucked away in Northwest Ohio lies a quaint
town called Wayne, Ohio where The Country
Farmhouse set their roots in 2003.
Country Farmhouse is a Country Store
Restaurant filled to the brim with hundreds =
of Santa’s snowmen and one-of-a-kind :;5
Christmas gifts for you and your home.

¢

« All packages wrapped ready
ww#! - 1% forunder your tree " LEE ':wlf
« Homemade cookies & candies
served with cheer

COUNTRY FARMHOUSE

117 E. Main St. Rt. 281, Wayne, OH
419-288-2888

’ l’illlllllllllll 4
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The period between
Thanksgiving and  New
Year’s Day is widely referred
to as the holiday season.
Holidays such as Christmas,
Hanukkah, Saint Nicholas
Day and Kwanzaa all take
place in this typically six-week
window. During this period,
there’s  another, possibly
lesser known, event that can
elicit many of the same warm
feelings generated by more
recognizable holidays.

GivingTuesday is held on the
Tuesday after Thanksgiving
every vyear. Though that
typically means the day is
celebrated after the calendar
turns to December, this year
GivingTuesday takes place on
Tuesday, November 29.

So, what is GivingTuesday?
GivingTuesday  organizers
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describe the event as a
“movement that unleashes
the power of radical
generosity around the world”
GivingTuesday is  often
characterized as hashtag
activism, which involves social
mediausersemploying Twitter
hashtags to show support for a
cause. Twitter hashtags do not
utilize spaces between words,
so GivingTuesday references
adhere to this practice.

The  organizers  behind
GivingTuesday note that
the day is about all types of
giving. It is a global effort
that emphasizes the power of
generosity. Individuals who
want to participate can donate
money, their time, food and/
or clothing; start an advocacy
campaign; help a neighbor; or
commit an act of generosity.
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Participants need not make
their GivingTuesday efforts
part of any official event
associated with the day, but
those who want to can visit
local charity websites to look
for volunteering opportunities
in and around their
communities. ~ Many local
opportunities can be found
at the United Way-Hancock
County website -  visit
liveunitedhancockcounty.
org/volunteersunited for the
current options. Employers
and even local governments
also may sponsor or host
events on GivingTuesday.
Some organizations may
match users’ donations up
to a predetermined dollar
amount, and users can enter
#GivingTuesday into the
Twitter search engine to
discover such efforts. Parents
can even help children find
ways to participate by visiting
GivingTuesdaySpark.org.

As defined on  the
#GivingTuesday Twitter
page “From a viral hashtag
to a global movement,

#GivingTuesday is reimaging
a world build upon shared
humanity and generosity”.

Learn more at
GivingTuesday.org.



730 S. MAIN ST.
(419) 423-1114
FINDLAY

WE ACCEPT:

PLEASE CALL AHEAD
FOR GROUP ORDERS

47409-47413
27636-321001

¢"Highest Rated Chain - Value For The Money’; based on a nationwide
survey of quick-service restaurant consumers conducted by Sandelman
& Associations, 2007-2013. Plus tax where applicable. Available at
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We've Moved!

Programming Currently Available in our New Space;

1ST & SRD WEDNESDAYS - YOUTH GROUP
1ST WEDNESDAYS - PARENT/ALLY GROUP
2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAYS - ADULT GROUP

FREE CHEST BINDERS (PROVIDED BY GC2B)
CLOTHING SWAPS COMING SOON!

211 1/2 E FRONT ST
FINDLAY, OHIO 45840

Our contact information is still the same:
T.419.722.4275

E. CONTACT@SPECTRUMOFFINDLAYLGBT.ORG
SPECTRUMOFFINDLAYLGBT.ORG

Open House - November 17th 6-9pm
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The Courier

Best of

Findlay ay

2022
WINNERS

o | Bar Findlay Brewing Company Margarita Oler’s Bar & Grill
g Beer Selection ............... Findlay Brewing Company Sports Bar Fricker’s
S Cocktails The Bourbon Affair Wine Selection ... The Wine Merchant
Craft Beer Selection .... Findlay Brewing Company
€
a% Event Venue ... Marathon Center for the Performing Arts Local Band .........ccveeeeerrennee John Morton Band
E'E Live Music Venue ... Marathon Center for the Performing Arts Local Event Flag City Balloon Fest
<§ Local Artist Jason Wagner
w
Auto Body Repair ........ LaRiche Chevrolet-Cadillac New Car Dealer ............ LaRiche Chevrolet-Cadillac
8 || Auto Detailing ....coccoveveueee Tidy Rides of Findlay Oil & Lube Center ..... Pennzoil National Auto Lube
2 | Auto Mechanic SROP ..o Fields Service Tire Center Cooper Service
Car Wash Flag City Auto Wash Used Car Dealer ........... LaRiche Chevrolet-Cadillac
2 HairSalon ..., Journey Salon & Day Spa Men’s Haircut............ Larry’s Hair Styling & Tanning
& | Kids'Haircut ..o, Untangled Hair Salons Tanning Salon Tan Pro USA
a@ | Manicure/Pedicure ... DREAM Nails & Spa Tattoo Shop .....cccccveeuunnce Embassy Ink and Gallery
Appetizers ......ocvreeun. Findlay Brewing Company Mexican Food Oler’s Bar & Grill
Asian Food Ming’s Great Wall Patio Gillig Winery
Bakery ...... The Baking Company & Bread Kneads Pizza Heavenly Pizza
BBQ ..o Miller’s Meats, BBQ, and Catering Ribs Tony'’s Restaurant
=] [=1EEE TN E T ——— Dark Horse Restaurant Salad Tony’s Restaurant
€ ) Burger ... Findlay Brewing Company Sandwiches Main Street Deli
g Coffee Coffee Amici Seafood Fins Seafood & Grille
3 Donuts.......... Fort Findlay Coffee & Doughnut Shoppe Steaks Texas Roadhouse
2 || FastFood Chick-fil-A  Subs ..., Bellacino’s Pizza & Grinders
French Fries Five Guys Sushi....coennecnneenn. Tokyo Japanese Steakhouse
Ice Cream Dietsch Brothers Tacos Oler’s Bar & Grill
[talian FOOd ....verrrrrereerrerennne Rossilli’s Restaurant Vegetarian/Vegan Food ..... Circle of Friends Restaurant
Local Dining Logan’s Irish Pub Wings/Boneless Jack-B’s
Meat Shop ...cccceevenne Miller’s Meats, BBQ, & Catering
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Health &
Wellness

Healthcare

Home Care
Pets & Services

Professional Services

Shopping
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Golf Course Hillcrest Golf Club
Health and Fitness Center .......... Mind Body Fitness

Martial Arts Studio ...... Academy of Martial Arts Studies
[ EETEF: To T Journey Salon & Day Spa

Health Store Apple-A-Day Yoga The Lavender Hour
Chiropractic Practice ......cccoeuveerunee. Kirk Chiropractic Pharmacy Kroger Pharmacy
Dental Practice ......cccoeeueee. Anderson Family Dentist Physical Therapy Center ... NWO Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Hearing Aid Center ............. Findlay Hearing Center Podiatric Practice ........... NWO Orthopedics & Sports Medicine
Mental Health Services ....... NAMI Hancock County Urgent Care ......cccceuu... Physicians Plus Urgent Care
Optometry Practice ......ocveeveeneceneenne Eyes on Main

Carpet Cleaning Company ........ Xtreme Carpet Care LTD Home Improvement Center ........oocvveveneenne Menards
Concrete Company ... Heitmeyer Concrete Landscaping Company Feasel’s
Construction Company . Metzger Brecheisen Company Moving Company ... Two Men and a Truck
Electrical Company ............. Beltz Home Service Co. Pest Control Company ......... Mauger Exterminating Company
Flooring Company .........ceeeeseeeneees House of Color Plumbing Company ... Tom Hiatt’s Plumbing & Excavating Co.
Heating/AC Company .... Tom Hiatt’s Plumbing & Excavating Co. Roofing Company ................... J. Alexander Roofing

Home Builder ................ Metzger Brecheisen Company

Trash/Junk Service ..... Rumpke Waste & Recycling

Boarding ......c...... VCA Findlay Animal Care Center
Pet Grooming Services ... Pampered Pooch Salon & Spa

Pet Supplies Legacy Lawn & Pet
Veterinary Office ...... VCA Findlay Animal Hospital

Bank Premier Bank Photography Studio .......... Country Roads Photography
Child Care Services ... YMCA Child Development Center Place to Work ..........occcuu.... Heavenly Pizza - Findlay
Credit Union............. Hancock Federal Credit Union Real Estate Agency ... Key Realty - Findlay
Customer Service Chick-fil-A Realtor Scott Keller
Funeral Home.......... Coldren-Crates Funeral Home Senior Living/Nursing Home ....... Birchaven Village
Hotel Hancock Hotel Tax Prep Services ........ccouec... Ridge & Company CPA
Insurance Agency ... Hitchings Insurance Agency
Bedding & Mattress Store ... Rettig Furniture & Mattress Jewelry Store ........ccconeceee. Michael Eller Diamonds
Clothing Store Kohl’s Local Store Brinkman's
Farm Supply Store .... Legacy Farmers Cooperative Nursery/Garden Center .......ccocceuneee. Garden Central
Floral Shop........ Sink’s Flower Shop & Greenhouse Outdoor Furniture............ Granary Gift & Furniture Barn
Furniture .....cccoevveeenece. Rettig Furniture & Mattress Shoe Store ........oveevnecerneennn. Dave’s Running Shop
Gift Shop RooBarb Studios Sporting Goods Store ........ DICK'S Sporting Goods
Grocery Store Meijer Thrift/Resell Store............ Habitat For Humanity Restore
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